Nahw - Singular, Dual, and Plural Nouns in Arabic

Arabic nouns can either be singular( 3 ,i-eJ1), dual( —4—J1), or plural( ’&o;zd/\). This is depicted

diagrammatically in the following chart (click to enlarge), with further subdivisions for the plural noun.

The Dual:

The dual can be constructed depending upon its grammatical state. Thus, the rule for constructing dual

in &8, are different than the rules for constructing the dual in either <& or > . Below, we analyze

these rules for constructing the dual of a noun in Arabic.
When the noun is in & the dual is constructed by adding the letters ! and ©
e.g. oLkl s (The two students came) . In this structure the ! is basically the sign of

4" whereas the final © and the corresponding 5 ——S"do not have a grammatical

significance

When the noun is in either «wai or 2 , the dual is formed by adding a :— to the singular e.g.
e Ll oy 3 (I saw the two students) OF e\ ol = s == (I passed by the two

students). In this case, the « indicates both d»—3% and i ——S"and, as before, the final © and
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the corresponding 5 —-—S"do not have a grammatical significance

Note on the use of Dual:

If the verb precedes the j—s the verb must be singular, e.g. O 331 a3 (The two boys

went)

If the J—sU precedes the verb then the verb should also be dual, e.g. ad ol gl

The Plural:

As can be seen from the above diagram, there are two types of plurals in Arabic:

H‘L«J‘ Q—a—ﬂ-‘\ or the Sound Plural

S &&—’J‘ or the Broken Plural

The first category can further be divided into masculine or feminine genders.

The Sound Plural: This is formed from the singular by suffixing additional letters to it while retaining
the original letters from the singular noun; thus the name Sound Plural. Below, we analyze rule for
constructing the Sound Plurals.

Sound Masculine Plural:

When the noun is in & the plural is constructed by adding the letters 3 and ©, with the & having
a d=_=5 on it. In this structure the s is basically the sign of <=s— whereas the final & and the
corresponding d»—="% do not have a grammatical significance. For example, sl
O3t bl oW (The Muslim men came)

When the noun is in either <2 or 2 , the plural is formed by adding a ‘_,a , preceded by a

letter with a kasra, to the singular. For example, d_o_L..;oJ\ ) y (I saw the Muslim men)



or w_a_l..;o_i\u o )/ = (I passed by the Muslim men)

Sound Feminine Plural:

- When the noun is in g8, the plural is constructed by adding the letters | and < to the singular,
with a &2« on the & . For example, }Qw‘ sl (The Muslim women came)

« When the noun is in either <2 or 2 the plural is formed by adding the letters | and < to the
singular, witha ——S"on the < in both the cases. For example, /Qw\ ‘) y (I saw

the Muslim women ) ot <\l ‘& )/ — (I passed by the Muslim women)

The Broken Plural:

This is called broken because it does not retain the structure of the singular noun i.e. it is formed by
breaking up the singular noun. Thus, in this type of plural the singular is altered by changing its vowel
or altering its letters. This is analogous to the English where we say Man-Men, Mouse-Mice, or Sheep-
Sheep.

The broken plural in Arabic is based on different patterns and there is no one rule which governs the

formation of the broken plural. These are best learned by exposure. Below, I list some of these patterns

or 0y

Oy 4! Singular  Plural Meaning
J—aii —i il Self - Selves
Jlsi e e River - Rivers

8

i b JI il Question - Questions

|ald NP S P ¢ Book - Books

J g—rb 3 o3 Heart - Hearts




JLa i I Mountain - Mountains
eH_a b g,_.._; ;L,-?;JT Messenger - Messengers
)P “e‘)\;c u\_o._l_c Boy - Boys

JUials IO TR Y S Keeper -Keepers
sl il o\ i Beggar - Beggars

J—s b0 “Z\.;.LTH\ :}7‘»\./—3? Fingertip - Fingertips
}Ja?‘u; ﬂod — }d-: {ua Beaker-Beakers
J—lis ,.M ‘-\Tz\;mn Mosque - Mosques

}u‘ —sl s A"C\ mbs JC°,,7"5/AKey-Keys

I hope this introduction to the Singular-Dual-Plural system in Arabic will be a good starting point for

anyone trying to master this subject.
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